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| Whichis now upon the Innocent people 
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| And here is alſo | 
rue DECLARATION 
544 "OP THEM. 
_ Juſt and honeſt i intentions ; and 


_ In this all moderate 


ple 
6: may ſee the ground 
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The Cauſe plainly ſhewed 
OF THE -: 
PERSECUTION 
Which is now upon the ianocent people, 
CALLED | 


Qu akers, &c.. 


A He ſure foundation is Fiſs Chriſt , 
FEA ' the Lamb ot God, tin whom there 
bw is NO Variablenſſe 3 butis tO aly as 
"yeſterday, and the ſame for ever; 
38 in him is all goodneſs, . mercy- 5 
©. * "and peace; | and in. the vertue \4 
of his life and holinefs is fruit brought forth, Y 
and its like him, and doth noe differ from him ;_ K 
and this is his-6wn work in the heares' of all the 
children of obedience,whom he arh garhered co 
be-followers of tim, 'and to keep his command- 
ments; ac} become cheir ondary auliyorir 
| 2 
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ro dangerand loſs rough 
powers changing, they have been kept under deep : 4 
(uffcrings and (ore perſecurion, and yer cheif pa- "Wt * 
tience hath been made manifeſt in bearing and : 
enduring; and they can truly fay they beare 
no evil will toany .who have cauſed their ſuffer- Tj 
ings , neithet IS it in thEif Kceatts to Teck any re- 4 
'venge upon them, but cheerfully commit their - 
caule unto him thas judgeth rightcouſly : and 1 6Þ#4 
theſe things doe. not_ariſe againkt the fofni pr 
ſhapcot our perſons ; for they be now in appea- 
ranc® the ſame, as when we had much love' pro- 


b-: .  feſled, fromſuchas now arc great enemies unto Es 
E-.- - us ; And whileſt we were ong with them, and did .Y-- 
4h abide among({Ethemn,. and, cobld .have. run with = 
them in excet$ 2hd&vanity , Ave were not then rc- 7 
_ proacned, nor reviled, nor p:rſecuted and impri- =. 


{oned , but ſeemingly much. beloved :. But the 
Lord God having redeemed us from amongſt 
them,through the power of his living word ,which F 
inhis love hathtentered ,within-our hearts, and i tl - 
hath ſhaken the foundation of the earth, and.cau- : 

ſed the mountains to fall, and alſoharh purged 
our conſciences from thoſe luſts which once, we 


b 1  — livedinzandhathcrucified che fleſh, and deſtroy- 


ed the body of fin, andthe life which. we had 1n 
. thoſe things he-hach taken away ; .and.the Lamb 
he harh raiſed, from:whom the. Jife,of righceoul-. 
neſs is' brought farth,.and;hath cranſlated vs i beg. 
he] ha © 5" is 
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red, and from this 
tion- which is'this 


ſearch truly into-the ground z and it we docom- 
mirevil, or do wrong to the perſonof any manzor 
diſturb che nacions peace,: then let/ſuch- puniſh- 
ment fall upon us, as in ſuch caſe is provided for 
fuch offences z bur-if noſuch rhing can be juſtly 
charged upon us, or proved againſt us, then' lec 
people ſtay their hangsfrom violence, and their 
hearrs from purpoſing cruelty, and Rop! their 
mouths, and-do not utrer words ſo raſhly $5andler 
the King, Parliament, Councils, Judges, Jultices, 
Officers and':Souldiers; all khow; and-alfoibe o- 
vercome/ tg: believe, and ' be perſwaded- intheir 
own conſciencesthar we are an innoeent-people, 

and ſcek the welt-being wo Ar men: And ' 
if this will nor be_received., nor cannot be belic- 
ved, yer know, that we 'do believe, andalſo are 


fully perſwaded in ourown: conſciences,:thatour 


purpoſes and incenctions..arc-jiulk and hae 
102 ; — 
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2304. ſeek to deftroy or ruine the lives or e- 
ſtates of any perſons or people upon theearth z 
neither do we conſpire, oe; or contrive any ſuch 
thing ; for we know thar all plots and conſpira- 
cies, inſurre&tions and rebcllions, do ariſe from 
that: ſpirit that luſteth ro envy, and not from 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lamb of God; and it is an evi- 


. 


dent teſtimony, that where ſuch things are praQti- | 


ſed, they ſpring from that wicked one, and are 
nouriſhed from the cruelty that ts lodyed in his 
enmity, out of which-comes all murdcrs, plois and 
conſpiracies, rebelions and perſecution ; and the 
Scripture-reſtimony is clear againſt all ſuch pra- 
Riſes, and the holy men'of- God they never wal- 
ked in them, they never platted or contrived, nor 
ever perſceuted any people; nor Chriſt. Jeſus, 
che Prince of peace, he never was of that mind, as 
ro deſtroy mens lives,but to ſave they and ought 
not the ſame minde to be in people as was in 
Chriſt Jeſus, wholaid down his lite for his ene- 
micshe did nor ſzek to deſtroy chem,or perſecute 
them,chough they were his enemies:now ſuch are 
far off from his mind,' that ſeek todeſtroy and per- 
fecute ſuch as are nor enemies, | but truiy friends 


andlovers.of the whole Creation: now this: is 


not his mind, nor doth not-atiſe from Lim, 
but is brought forch from a concrary ſpirit, thax 
was alwayes againſt him : And where doth the 
Scripture declare, thar Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of 
_ peace did ever perſece, or command-perſccuti- 
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7 ſuffering aud perlecution, and from which'fo 


people would be freed from all this 'perſecution 
which is upon them, and bein rheir-honeſt cal-. 
lings, and with their families, over which God 
fag ſerthem, And alokj perk We eg 
wearings.1sS COme up. {11 . Apoſtles: yes; 
there was 00 ſuch tþ 1.lnpoſed updates 
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| ante, and for refuling, to mpriſon the body and- 


ſeize upon goods; this is not agreeable with a- 


ph ag 0 in the Scripture, bur 15 come up inthe ' 
$3 ge 


ghr of Apoſiacy, ſince the power of God 
was loft;and che (piritof truth ravened from. And 
 inthar day when Laves and ſuch Statutes were 


made for the impoſing of an oath to bindetoalle-- 


glance, there _ be ſuch a people as were ma- 
nifeltly againſt the Xing or Government, '& Might 
be deceittull in their promiſes, and no truſt co be 
'repoſed in them, though they mighe-make fair 
promiſes z ſuch a people there might be in that 
day, and ſuch a-people there may be in this day : 
but number nor the ;x»ecext amongſt the tranſyreſ- 
ſorss tor the Lord God of power hath made mani- 
feſt his living truth in-qur hearts, and hath gathe- 
red us in it, to ſhew forth his praiſe, and inthe 
power of truth is deceie 'purged-out , and-our 
words and promiſes in the trurh of God areſure 
and fairbfull, and our yes is yea, and we are come 
tothart which leads us intoalt-rruth, and was be- 
fore Lawes and Statutes were, or ajiy Xyngs reigne 
in England, whoſe Statutes: are now in force for 
And for. our Allegiazce tothe 'King, we have 
made it manifeſt. above many -others ;-tor unto 
him have wedeclared thecounſet of the Lord,and 
alſo; faithfully . warned: anid* exhorred* him to 
obey the counſel, that his Rule 'and Go- 


vernment . 
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" 
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| orconſpiredanycvil agaioft libpertmor ower, 
” | burthave our cribite in all lawfull things, as 
5 ubjeas ro him ; and this is a more evident refti- 
mony ofour allegiance to the King, then perſecu- 
tion and cruelty, wrath and fury z and all this 
ſwearing and impriſoning for refuſing Oaths-ari- 
ſes from the wicked one, thar hath ſeated himſelf 
in peoples hearts, and-hath the. dominion over 
them, and brings forth his cruelty ING ; 
and fo people having loſt the power of God, thar 
keeps faithfull in the yes and ey without an oath, 
they impoſe oarhs upon one another , and ſwear 
one unto another, but do not perform their oaths 
fairhtully 3 rhen what is, your oath worthy if there 
be nov fairafulneſs to perform it? and this is nor 
withouta witneſs In evry conſcience, this day, 
how many ſeverall impoſitions have been invent- 
od, tocngage and bind to every ſeycrall Govern- 
ment, 45. itharh riſen, and how have chey falfifi- 
ed their Covenants and; Engagements 2 and it will 
be ſo though people be ſworn again and again,un- 
rill chey come to che power of. God, thaezeacherh 
ro. deny ſwearing, and to perform every promiſe 
faichtully wichour ſwearing; and who-are not 
come 40 the power of Gad.,: that keeps: faithjull 
in yea and 74z,they are nor fairhfull ro their oach- z 
ſo chat it. is nor an oath that wakes any. fairhfull 
20 the thingehey arc {worn ro bur the yours 
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lyoby and faithtult obedients, 'bowhico God and 
man :; i The: loye'iis truly manifeſted unto God in 
keeping: his Coarnadnant , ahd the' Aﬀlegiante 
ty and quretly underhis Government,without an 
LifurretHioa or Rebeliows and it hath been ſoon 
amonegtt us wirhourany deceit or guilte, whileft 
others who have (worn have nor been fonnd faith- 
full to their oath 3' therefore take our yea, and try 
uvinit, ſeeing it is onely- for conſcience fake that 
we. cannot{weary jand if we be not found faith- 
tull in our yea, then we fhall fall into your hands 
as evi] doers, and bear our punifhment ; but un- 
till you have proved us and found us tranſgreſſors, 
do nor (o.cruelly: intreatus and” perfecuce us, for 
it willdraw:down judgetnevt,/andinor mercy ; arid 
hitherro we cannot be charged with the breach 
of our yaa, fince we have been gathercd into 
Gods eruth - therefore have we- peace in our ſu- 
{ctings, becanſe we ſtand clear' before the Lord, 
and havenoguilt aponour” confciences, as'to the 
cauſe we ſuffer for this day; And were it not 
much'berter that people would come to the 49-4 
_ er of God, that forbids ſwearing, and keeps faith- 
full in'the 52a, then ro be 'firangers to'the power 
of God, and rut thto-1ranſprefſion , and talfific 
their Oaths? And this is rheground of #fruft and 
uxbelicf.one of andther, becauſe” people 'are not 
come 6 the power of 'God, then + 
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A apr dayes.did. 
-upon ahem, tor. che. ſpiric 


nei nfs pron 
ted rhenvinto Cs '8nd. whas they 
oidſed incheir "arr" xredbled chem, 
folly -to-per . And: ſawere they!true, 


fied” ey bellived XC yeux Withour any: 
apoſition of an.out:to: bind: them beyond, ir ; 
-nd'a thediftenft bac oi-anarher,8he; unbelict 
76 6Fanbther, as to/what 1s promifed-in the yea, 

it is corhc up fincerhedayesotche Apollles, char 

the true ſpirit hath been loſt, .and the- falſe ſprrit 
hath Þort aſearin peo z and rules.in his domi-. 
niom,##4 teads their mindes'into deceitgchar their. 

| yeirisnor performed; rea dorh the falſe puck be- 
Jeriricherean i Nation to 1 ſe:an 04th up- 

Sy opero make them fairhtull, and ſo. hath, all 
HT 7 anzhe dark-nigbs.of.Apo- 
thrice, and alc diftraſtand unkelict aſe tfancyher 

| is got” > heb powwer of God was loſt, andſo 
'” thing: will 'be [raken-for-tuth;,; bur what is 
i ſword gito j"and this: is a manifeſt tokey ofche 
3. Fs no durywhichuworky iniche minds of peg- 
= - d\deawegrham from obedience torthedo- 
| | Reine 'f Thri& and:xhe-Apofiles; and; thenla- 
© 20 <o'draw: orhers :inco; adigroihon, with 
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as 0 friſe 3,and: Abraham ſwares an 

many others that Ek :men df. God, they ſware x, 
and it was not courted u40-tbemf.r tranſgrefuron. 
Now what chey/mighe do'in the dread-.and. 
fearot the Lord Godzin promiſing ſolemnly fome 
words in their own freedome,” as #ſure confirma- 
tton of their true intentions to perform: their pro= 
miſe, it doth not make the lawfulneſs .of an Oath. 
impoſed : And this: they did-do,'4nd, might do 
without eranſgreſſion : 'bur whas is this ..to. the 
proof of an Oath formed, and people to lay their 
nands upon the Bible, and then to have: theſe for. 
med words read unto them, and:to;1ay, You ſhall 
- ſwear unto ſuch things, and then -pronounce,. So 
belp you God, and then to kiſs: the: Book: > Is chere 
any Scripture that makes.mention of Atrabam, or 
any of the holy menof God,taking ſuch an Oath > 
or was- ever ſuch-an Oath impoſed upon them 3 
And Chriſt Jeſus-is. come; whotath pur ap end.co 
the ſtrite,and to the Oaths thar taod in the ſtrife, 
and he now creates Peace, and-leads'into Peace, 
where there is neither ſtriving . nor {wearing 
And we can truly; pronounce: op Afegrquee. to 
C H A RL Sthe Setond; row: Kingol Engluud, and 
can truly promiſe. ſubjeQion- to all his jeZ.and 
lawfull Commands, and. not tOcoutrivecr confſpre,or 
any way to rebe/againſt His Perſon Or Power, bur 
ro be aſlifting-in all Jawfylk things'thar. may be 
tor the preſervation thereof z Andwe Ponce 
7 me 
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| Supremazy, And this we cati 
freely iſe in the preſence of the Lord, who is 
the ſearcher of all hearts, and: kvowes rhat we lye 
flot ;. and we can ſeal it with our Tea, and figze ir 
with our Hards; and the contrary with our:Nay, 
and ſigze it with our Hangs. | 


- > And this Innocent Teftimony of our Allegiance and 


Swbjefion to the King and all his lawfall Commands, 
I thatam now a ſufferer in #orgefter County-gaol, 


. becauſe] dare not ſwear and run into: condemna- 


tion, ammade free in the Lord to declare it unto: 
all people, in behalf of my own innocency, and 
alſo my fairhfull brethren, who are this day ſuffe- 
rers with me for the teſtimony of a good conſci- 
ence 3zand if it be ſo that we cannot be truſted, and 
be believed in our Tea, and ſubſcription unto this 
or ſome other juſt teſtimony ; weare alfo free 10 
declare, that we cannot ſwear for conſcience ſake; 
and for no other cauſe or matter whatſoever; and 
we are freely - mew up intothe hand of the Lordi 
our God ; and what may be permitted to fall up- 
on us, either in body or ſubſtance, we wait upon 
the Lord for ſtrengrh to bear it patiently , and 
to reſt in 1epeaceable , untill he ariſe our inno- 


-centcauſe to plead , who now are in Sufferings 


for keeping his Commandments , and no. other 
thing that any have againſt us: Andif people 


did bur know the Peace and Joy whichin the: - 
Lord 


From the County-Gaol in Worceſter, 
-. dr he 11. moneth 
g | 


